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Case No- 38 79,3880,388 2, and 3885 




Ex: Parte 

Roddy Dean Pippin 

Movant 



§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 



In The District Court of 
Hardeman County, Texas 
46th District Court 



§ 



Motion for enhancement of Punishment Assessed in the form 
of Hanging Movant by the neck until dead publicly in the Hardeman 
County Square for the said offense of Cattle Rustling. 



To The Honorable Judge of Said Court: 

Comes now Roddy Dean Pippin #1276478 Movant, Pro Se and 
Proffers to this court his motion for Enhancement of Punishment 
in form of Hanging Movant by the neck until dead publicly in 
the Hardeman County Square for the said offense of Cattle Rustling 
or also known Judicially as Theft of Livestock in Cause Numbers 
3879,3880,3882, and 3885 and would Respectfully and humbly show 
the Court as follows . 

Movant herein request this Honorable Court here after will 
give consideration to this Motion and any other pleadings in 
concern to this Motion under the holdings and doctrine of: 
Haines-v- Kerner, 404 U.S. 519 <1972> 



Legal Argument 



It is well settled tha t eve ry one from the victims of my 



crimes, to TSCRA Special Ranger Mr. Scott Williamson, to my prosecting 
D.A. Mr. Dan Mike Bird Who is now the Honorable Judge Dan Mike 



Bird for the 46th Judicial District of Hardeman County, support 

my condemnation and execution • See Attachments 1 -5 . Even our 

Honorable Governor Rick Perry, actively promotes Capital Punishment 

and the Death Penalty here in the Lone Star State. Moreover, 

I fully believe that the education of our children , state services, 

Medicare , and the Health Care of our Mentally Challenged and 

Elderly citizens should be far more important than my continued 

axiomatic Illegal Incarce rat ion -beyond my s tatutory maximum , 

consecutive , state Jail sentences . See; Article 42.08<c>,C.Cr.P. 

which plainly states: ,! If a defendant has been convicted in two 

or more cases and the cour t suspends the impos it ion of the sentence 

in one of the cases, the court may not order a sentence of confinement 

to commence on the completion of a suspended sentence for an 

offense • 11 

This tremendous gross miscarrige of perverted jus t ice being 
so boldly practiced by the Honorable 46th Judicial District of 
Hardeman County, Texas in my case makes as much sense as an acorn 
in a woman's corset! It's clear from the long history of this 
case that redemption does Not exist in Hardeman County, Texas 
even after the statutory maximum sentence has been served in 
full! I have made my peace with God and all I have left to give 
to satisfy my debt to society is my Life. My remorse to those 
who I rustled cattle from is infinitely immeasurable ! See Attachment 
Tips 1-10 11 Theft Prevention From The Authority on Theft.' 1 

I , Roddy Dean Pippin , respectfully implore this Honorable 
court to grant this motion in its entirity Including Special 
Conditions 1-8 which are attached here to. Please also take Judicial 
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notice of the attached Oklahoma D.A. supercvised probation letter 
written on movants behalf by D.A. Probation Supervisor RebeC^o* 
Simpson . 

It is not enough for law to be meticulous- It must be just 
also. It is not enough for law to be meticulous and just, it 
must be understanding. It is not enough for law to be meticulous 
and just and understanding, it must also be compassionate, It 
is not enough for law to be meticulous , just ^understanding , and 
compassionate. It must also be rooted in absolute truth. 

Movant certainly acknowledges, that this Court sentences 
were^j JJarbitrary aft*) capricious and also, that they did 

amount to a " gross abuse of discretion." However, the Movant 
respectfully request that this Court, given its "great discretion" 
in acting upon motions of this kind_ the relief Movant requests 
is really an equitable matter "In Texas we have a blend system 
of Law and Equility there being but one justification for both." 
EX parte Warfield,505 S.W. 933<Tex Crim. App . 1899> . 

Give me Freedom or Give me Death by Lynching I 

Prayer 

Wherefore Movant pray's the Court to set Motion for Hearing 
and upon said hearing to decree Enhancement of Punishment Assessed 
in the form of Hanging Movant by the Neck until Dead Publicly 
in the Hardeman County Square for the said offense of Cattle 
Rus t ling . 
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Respectfully Submitted 



TDCJ-CID #1276478 
Carol S.Young Medical Facility Complex 
5509 Attwater Avenue 
Dickinson, Texas 77539-4157 




Declaration 




I ? Roddy Dean Pippin, declare under penalty^that all matters 
and things of fact contained in the above and forgoing Motion 
for Enhancement of Punishment Assessed In the Form of HafjLng , 
are True and Correct. 



I, Guadlupe M . Guajardo,Jr; declare under penalty of perjur 
that, Roddy Dean Pippin, requested my assistance in preparing 
the above and forgoing motion that I accepted said request of 
my own free will, that I received no money or payment of any 
kind in the past, present, or future for this assistance. 

. TH&t- I'm not an Attorney and do not hold myself as one, the 
above is true and correct. 



Executed on the 27th day of Jun e 2011 




Declarant 



Declaration of Guadlupe M, Guajardo,Jr, 



Executed on the 27th day of June 2011. 




Declarant 
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Cerificate of Service 



I, Roddy Dean Pippin 9 do hereby ceritfy that a true and 
correct copy of the above and foregoing Motion has been forwarded 
by United States Mail, Pastage, prepaid first class, to Mr. John 
Staley Heatly, District Attorney for Hardeman County, 1700 Wilbarger 
Street Room 32 Vernon, Texas 76384-4749, on this the 27th day 
of June 2011 . 




Signiture of Movant 



XC: Honorable Judge Stuart Messer 



Mr. John Heatly, District Attorney For Hardeman County 
Mr. Roddy Dean Pippin TDCJ-CID #1276478 



Mrs . Jacie Lenn Pippin 
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Special Conditions 
Demanded by Movant 

#1 . Movant desires to die with his boots and spurs on and 
without his face covered , for he wishes to see the 
lights go out at high -no on. 

#2 . Movant wan t s to he Ip bui Id the gallows whi ie guarded 

at-gun point by TSCRA Special Ranger Mr, Scott Williamson 
and the Hardeman County Sheriff Mr. Mance Nelson. 

#3. Movant aspires to be hung by the designated hangman 
while sitting tall in the saddle on the back of his 
own personal Registered American Quarter Horse. 

#4 . Movant wished to have a 7 2 hour conjugal visit with 
his devoted, loving, infinitely faithful Wife, Mrs. 
Jacie Lenn Pippin, prior to his Lynching! 

#5. Movant desires to be allowed to play with his <2> Two 
young children Gracie and Whitt for <2> Two hours 
in front of the 46th Judicial District Hardeman 
County Court House prior to his exparation . 

#6 . Movant yearns to smoke a filterless Marlboro Red Cigarette 
after eating his final meal of choice which will be a medium 
rare Lengua Asada Steak, Fried Orka, Baked Potato with 
all:- the "trimmings , Garden Salad with Ranch Dressing, and 
a glass of whole unpasteurized milk with ice, prior to 
this State of Texas endorsed Euthanizat ion/Execution ! 

#7. Movant humbly request the opportunity to once again express 
his phenomenal remorse to the esteemed victims in which 
he Rustled Cattle from. 
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#8. And last but certainly not least, Movant respectfully 
requis i tions that the Honorable Hardeman County ? Texas 
authorities bury him in a closed pinebox casket in Oklahoma 
soil , on a sublime highly elevated hill overlooking the 
Red River Valley where the Truth is something more than 
a form of Lingua Franca which the Honorable Texas Courts 
don f t understand Notwithstanding! 



Roddy Dean Pippin 

^ A A 




Signature of Movant 



Signed on the 27th day of June 2011. 
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Wichita Kills, Texas 



Wo n^rey "tor ^m^eted :nui^:l^r 



Roddy Pippin seeks release for health reasons 




Sunday, February 28. 2010 

QUANAH - Born 100 years too late, Roddy Dean Pippin rides a horse down the 
main drag, doing his best John Wayne. 

He still tits the part of the cowboy in this spit of Texas near the Red River, with its 
church-steepled skyline and landscape of mesquite trees and tumbleweeds. The town 
of 2,500 is the kind of place where time moves at a stutter step and parts of the Old 
West never faded away. 

Time for a last ride through town, he figures, and one final taste of freedom. Just like 
in the Westerns he grew up watching, there's a jail cell waiting for Roddy. 

But instead of a Hollywood ending where the cowboy rides off with the girl, Roddy's 
life is in legal limbo, as several appeals for mercy because of his declining health 
have been rejected by judges and politicians. 

'Robin Hood of Rustlers' 

A skinny diabetic raised on Louis L'Amour novels and Tinseltown bravado, Roddy 
dressed like Roy Rogers at school and was eager to prove to classmates he was just 
as tough as they were. 

Roddy, now 26, took the straight path for a little while, dabbling in college and 
dreaming of writing Westerns like his heroes, but he was too wild. 

Inspired by tales of cattle rustlers from decades past, he blazed a trail across dozens 
of ranches in Oklahoma and Texas, stealing $100,000 in livestock, saddles and 
"anything that wasn't tied down," recalls District Attorney John Staley Heatly. 

His gang of nine nabbed at least 125 head of cattle during an 18- month spree, 
making it one of the largest rustling operations in the region. 

He dubbed himself the "Robin Hood of Rustlers/' Truth was, most of his victims in this 
part of the country — where a few cows could be worth a mortgage payment — were 
far from wealthy. 



Roddy picked off cattle in small batches. Heatly says, snatching five or six at a time 
and netting a few hundred dollars with each crime. By 2004 s he was looking for a 



final, big score: a truck hauling dozens of steers. 

Then, he would split the gang up and ride off into the sunset, In his movie-fueled 
dreams, the rustler gets away. He was barely 20 and could make a new life. 

But the law caught up with Roddy in a stretch of West Texas where cattle is king and 
old ways of punishing rustlers die hard. 

' One hundred years ago, he would have been hung in the county square," says 
rancher V\/ayne Walker, 56, who lost six cows off his 1,300-acre ranch. 

Eight™ year sentence 

In this part of the country, views of cattle rustlers have changed little since the 1800s. 
To lawmen and ranchers here 3 there is no romance, no nostalgia, associated with 
them. 

The worst thing about it is you feel like youVe been violated," says rancher Vicky 
Lindsey, who also had six cows stolen. 

And in rough economic times, cattle thefts are on the rise. In Texas, where Roddy did 
most of his stealing, the number of livestock reported missing or stolen in 2007 was 
2,400. In 2008, it more than doubled to 6,404. The Texas and Southwestern Cattle 
Raisers Association estimates similar figures for 2009. 

"It's always been a problem," says association spokeswoman Carmen Fenton. "To us, 
a thief is a thief, and if you steal the animal, we want you to do the time." 

Say you run 100 head of cattle — most ranchers here have far fewer — you might 
have a gross income of $50,000. That's before the bills for diesel fuel, feed and fence 
repairs. 

"There are a lot a people who have a little land who make some money running 
cattle," says Heatly, the district attorney. 'That's why people around here look at 
(rustling) as such an egregious offense. It's kind of like going to the bank and draining 
several different accounts." 

For his crimes, Roddy got eight years in prison. Others in his gang, including his 
uncle, got lighter sentences. 

Health issues 

Roddy's supporters say authorities are trying to make an example of him. 

There is the diabetes, too, which has gone "from bad to horrible/' says Roddy's friend 
Tig he Merelli. Roddy requires six or more insulin injections a day, and nearly around- 
the-clock care. His attorneys have asked that he serve the rest of his time under 
house arrest, but those appeals have been tossed out. 

"My eyesight is starting to go," Roddy says in a recent interview at the Jester 3 Unit of 



the Texas Department of Criminal Justice near Richmond, Texas. 1 can : t feel my 
feet, my lower extremities, 

"My sugar is so high my body is shutting down," he says. "Every day is flirting with 
death, basically." 

Fearing the worst, one wealthy friend of Roddy's, Robert McCausland, offered to pay 
restitution on what was stolen, but the ranchers flatly rejected the proposal. 

"What [ offered to pay was the whole shebang," McCausland says. "I think they've 
gone after Roddy because he was the youngest of the group and he was willing to 
take the blame." 

Indeed, after he was caught, Roddy took authorities up and down miles of endless dirt 
roads to show them the places where he'd snatch cattle. His friends say that honesty 
cost him. Roddy says he's remorseful about the rustling days, and just wants to get 
out of jail in one piece. 

This is the last thing I would want to be famous for," he says. Td like to be able to 
get out of here and still be able to see the stirrup I put my boot in." 

Last ride 

Roddy takes his last horse ride through town, then arrives at the front of the county 
jail to turn himself in. 

He undoes his spurs and slides off his chaps. He removes his Resistol 20X hat, his 
pride and joy, and presents it to his sweetheart, Jacie, like a jewel. It will serve as a 
proxy engagement ring for now. 

And the cowboy kisses the girl, one last time, just like in the movies. 
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Where's the beef? Cattle rustlers know 



By Hugh Ayneswortb 

THE WASHINGTON TIMES 

October 2 7 2006 



FORT WORTH, Texas ~ It's not quite like the olden times in Texas, when cattle rustlers were 
hunted down by sheriffs' posses and strung up in the nearest oak tree. 

Times have changed, but almost every day at one of the state's 119 auction markets, stolen 
cattle are sold. The rustlers' take for the day may be as much as $10,000. 

Some law enforcement officials claim cattle thievery is on the rise because beef prices have 
steadily risen. Others claim the increase stems from the profit margin the rustlers enjoy. Still, 
others point to the ease with which many thieves can get rid of their stash - often just as easy as 
selling a stolen car to a chop shop or a color TV to a pawnshop. 

"These crooks who are stealing them don't have much of any overhead," said Hal Dumas, a 
regional supervisor for a statewide organization that tracks cattle rustling and other theft from 
ranchers. "All it costs them usually is the gas it takes to takes them to haul the animals to an 
auction somewhere." 

Mr. Dumas, 53, works for a Fort Worth-based organization called the Texas and Southwest 
Cattle Raisers Association (TSCRA), which operates a full-time cadre of investigators - often 
called "cattle rangers." 

Mr, Dumas lives in Franklin and is responsible for overseeing cattle-theft investigations in 42 
central and East Texas counties, where about 25 percent of Texas' cattle are raised. 

There always are several such crimes actively being investigated, said Mr. Dumas. 

One of the biggest rustling operations, he recalled, recently was broken up near Houston, 
where a man who had his own herd stole about 200 head of cattle before TSCRA investigators 
and local cops found some stolen branded cattle mixed with the rustler's own cattle in his 

pasture, 

Mr. Dumas said the Houston rustler operated in plain sight, but because residents in big cities 
often don't pay much attention to what others are doing, this culprit got away with it for many 
months. 

"A thousand people probably saw him stealing them, but nobody paid any attention," said Mr. 
Dumas. 

Scott Williamson, 43, who like Mr. Dumas is a TSCRA field inspector and covers 17 counties 
north and northwest of here, says he always has a full plate, with some of the arrests ultimately 
demanding considerable time testifying in court against the culprits. 



One of his most interesting cases was the 2004 apprehension of a young gang of rustlers, led 
by a 20-year-old cowboy wannabe who hatched the idea of becoming "the Robin Hood of cattle 
rustlers," he told reporters later, by watching all of John Wayne's early movies and devouring 
Louis 1 J Amour novels. 

Roddy Dean Pippin began his "career" by building a wooden crate to put in the bed of his 
pickup, then convincing a friend to accompany him to a ranch where they knew the owner rarely 
was present. As the friend drove up close to several of the small herd, Pippin lassoed three calves 
and pulled them into his makeshift pen and then hurried off. 

The next day, Pippin sold the calves and got a check for $257. "And then I was hooked," 
Pippin later told investigators. 

After he was caught, Pippin said he personally had rustled scores of cattle from three or four 
Red River Valley ranches near the Oklahoma-Texas border, and that he and one of his 
accomplices had hit at least 10 other ranches. 

Pippin agreed in a plea bargain to serve eight years in prison. "That 1 s probably more than we 
couldVe gotten otherwise," said Mr. Williamson. 

"It may not be like in the old days," said state Rep. Glenn Hegar, 35, a fanner from Katy, just 
west of Houston, "but Texas still takes cattle rustling seriously, very seriously." 

While many tips come to TSCRA from farmers, ranchers and auctioneers, the organization's 
computer system gets credit for the fact that last year its agents recovered more than 5,200 head 
of cattle, worth some S3 . 5 million. 

At every auction house in the state, agents make notes as to age, sex, markings and 
particularly the branding of each animal. Then, when a rancher describes a stolen cow, TSCRA 
checks its database and -- if the animal has been branded - chances are the stolen animal can be 
returned to its owner. 

The big problem is that many cattlemen do not brand their animals. The average cattle owner 
in Texas owns about two dozen animals, said Mr. Hegar, so many are not equipped to handle 
branding. 

In the Pippin case, several law enforcement officials remarked that the youthful rustler swore 
he stole only from the wealthy, and often commented that he seemed like such a nice, engaging 
young man. 

Dan Mike Bird, the district attorney iii V&nidn^ who knew most of the victims in the Pippin 
casefwas unmoved. 

> ''Out here," he said, "our opinions about cattle; rustlers haven't changed since the frontier days, 
when cattle thieves were hanged. We don't take kindly to any cattle rustler, no matter how 
pleasant he may be." 
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REPORTER'S RECORD 
VOLUME 1 OF 1 
TRIAL COURT CAUSE NO. 3879 

THE STATE OF TEXAS () IN THE DISTRICT COURT 

VS. () 46TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

RODDY DEAN PIPPIN () HARDEMAN COUNTY, TEXAS 

***** 

MOTION TO SUSPEND FURTHER IMPOSITION OF SENTENCE 
DEFENDANT PLACE ON COMMUNITY SUPERVISION 

***** 



On the 2nd day of March, 2006, the following proceedings 
came on to be heard in the above-entitl ed cause before the 
Honorable Tom Neely\ Judge presiding, held in Quanah, Hardeman 
County , Texas : 

Proceedings reported by Computerized Stenotype machine. 
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A. 


Yes , 


si r. 




2 


Q. 


Was 


he found guilty? 
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A, 


Yes , 


si r . 




4 


Q. 


Was 


he sentenced to prison? 
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A. 


Yes, 


si r. 




R 


Q. 


And 


his case is on appeal or are 


you 


7 


A. 


I'm 


aware of that, yes, sir. 
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MR. BIRD; I believe that's 


all 


9 






THE COURT: Okay. 
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CROSS EXAMINATION 





11 j BY MR. PAWGAN 
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13 

14 

15 
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q. And I'm sorry, could you repeat your name again? 
A. Scott Williamson. 

q Mr. Williamson, so if I understand you correctly, 
once Mr. Pippin was caught, he fully cooperated, correct? 
A. That's correct. 

Q. As a matter of fact, there was people that didn't 
even realize they had had cattle stolen until Mr. Pippin 
voluntarily took you to those places, correct? 

A. Correct. 

0. So it's safe to say a lot of these additional charges 
wouldn't have came about but for the full cooperation that you 
received from Mr. Pippin, isn't that correct? 

A. Many of them -- that, is correct on many of them. 



25 : Manv of them would have though 
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1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 

£. /. 

2 3 
24 
25 



79 



Q, But if people aren't even aware that their cattle 
were stolen, then, you wouldn't have been — nobody to report 
the stolen cattle, no case to be made, correct? 

A, Correct. 

Q. And how many other people were involved in this theft 

ring? 

A. As far as parties with one variation or another, 1 
believe we indicted seven different people. 

Q. And out of seven people, Mr, Pippin and one other one 
was tried and convicted and incarcerated, correct? 

A. The others all have cases on docket at this time. 
They've all been indicted. We indicted seven parties I believe 
is what it was . 

Q. But nothing has happened on the other five thus far, 
is that correct? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. And was the other fellow sentenced to consecutive 
terms in the state jail or was he sentenced to one sentence in 
pri son? 

A, Only one count was tried to my knowledge. There are 
counts still pending against him but I bel i eve that was just 
one case with the maximum of one 2-year sentence which is what 
he received . 

Q. So all he has received today is 2 years 5 not 8 years 
day for day? 
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A. That is correct but he still has cases pending. 

Q. Now, do you believe that these crimes are worth 
somebody having half their life expectancy taken away from 
them? 

A. I felt the sentence issue was a fair sentence. 

Q. That wasn 1 t my question. Do you think these crimes 
are of such a nature that it would be fair to have half an 
individual's life expectancy taken away from them? 

A. Yes, sir. 

G. And you think that these sentences would be fair — 
that these crimes were of such a nature that the sentences 
would be fair if the individual wasn't able to survive that 
length of sentence? 

A. I don't know that he's not able to survive any 
sentence. A fair sentence was placed in my opinion and I stand 
by that. 

Q. So even if this turns out to be a death sentence for 
him, you are still okay with that? 

A. I am satisfied with the sentence that was placed , 
yes, sir. 

MR. PAWGAN : No further questions. 
MR. BIRD: That's all I have, Judge. 
THE COURT: You can step down , sir, 
MR. BIRD: Dr. Vincent. 

MR. PAWGAN ; Your Honor, even though earlier 
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THE STATE OF TEXAS 
COUNTY OF HARDEMAN 

I, GLORIA J. JUDD, Official Court Reporter for the 46th 
District Court of Hardeman County, State of Texas, do hereby 
certify that the above and foregoing contains a true and 
correct transcription of all portions of evidence and other 
proceedings requested in writing by counsel for the parties to 
be included in this volume of the Reporter's Record, in the 
above-styled and numbered cause, all of which occurred in open 
court or i n chambers and were reported by me. 

I further certify that this Reporter's Record of the 
proceedings truly and correctly reflects the exhibits, if any, 
admitted by the respective parties. 

WITNESS MY HAND this the 8th of March, 2006. 

"GLORIA. J . JUDD/ CSR 7 
Expiration Date 12731/07 
Official Court Reporter 
46th Judicial District 
1700 Wilbarger 34-A 
Vernon, TX 76384 
940/552-0256 
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Cattle thief rscies horse back to inrarceration*Rustler claims 
diabetes may kill 
him in prison 

Authors): Lynn Walker 

walkeri@timesrecordnews.com / 940-763-7528 Date: November 1% 2009 
Section: A 

Sunday, Roddy Pippin rode his horse through the streets of Guanah t 
conducted a prayer circle with friends and supporters, then turned himself in 
to the Hardeman County sheriff. "Roddy rides again," proclaimed a news 
release from an Oklahoma-based public relations firm in advance of his 
surrender to serve the remainder of a cattle rustling sentence. 

If the event seems bizarre, it was just the latest chapter in a case that has 
been bizarre from the beginning. 

On one side are Pippin's supporters, who claim a return to prison could be 
a death sentence for the 26-year-old man because he has an acute form of 
diabetes that cannot be adequately treated behind bars. 

On the other side is the 46th District Attorney's office, which claims Pippin 
gets excellent care in custody but covets the limelight his case has 
generated. 

Facts of the case 

Pippin and some other men were charged with running a cattle rustling ring 
that operated in 2004 in Hardeman and Wilbarger counties. When he was 
caught, Pippin pleaded guilty to four counts of livestock theft and was 
sentenced in 46th District court to four two-year terms in state prison to be 
served consecutively for a total of eight years. In 2006 he filed a motion 
requesting early release, claiming he could not get adequate treatment 
behind 

bars for his diabetes. Supporters at the time claimed if Pippin didn't get 
medical treatment on the outside, his cattle rustling conviction would turn 
into a death sentence. 

In November 2007 visiting Judge Juanita Pavlck granted Pippin a two-year 
period of shock probation so he could receive treatment. He was released 
to live under close supervision on his mother's property in Stephen*. That 



period expired Sunday as Pippin rode his steed to the county lockup. 
The publicity 

Texas Monthly magazine picked up Pippin's story in a May 2006 article 
titled "The Last Rustler/' which called Pippin "a polite young cowboy who 
loved Louis L'Amour novels and dreamed about life on the open range." The 
article portrayed him as a down-on-his-iuck young man with a debilitating 
disease who turned to cattle rustling to make payments on his pickup truck. 
He wrote western short stories during his time behind bars, the article 
pointed out Pippin has never denied stealing cattle and is remorseful for 
his deeds in quotes in the article. 

Newspapers from Austin to Seattle have published stories about his 
exploits, at least one song has been written about him, and a music video 
on You Tube portrays him as a figure riding across the prairie in a fringed 
buckskin jacket. He also has a Facebook page and a Twitter account. 

The Texas Monthly story attracted the attention of Bob McCausland, a 
Dallas-area tech official who operates a prison entrepreneurial program. He 
visited with Pippin and rallied to his cause. McCausland said over the years 
he has spent "tens of thousands" of dollars to help Pippin, who he says 
has "a heart the size of Texas and has shown meaningful remorse." 

Much of that money has gone to Pippin's legal expenses and a public 
relations firm. 

McCausland said the PR firm was necessary to counter claims from 46th 
District Attorney Staley Heatiy. 

"The man (Heatiy) has sent out multiple news releases," McCausland said. 
He said, he said 

"Mr. Pippin has been manipulating his diabetic condition from the beginning 
in an attempt to weasel his way out of his prison time," Heatiy said in his 
latest news release Tuesday. "Anyone that objectively looks at the evidence 
will see that Pippin is using his diabetes as a tool to avoid incarceration." 

Not so, McCausland says. 

"I visited him in prison, and he looked sickly. I got calls from his nurses." 

McCausland said Pippin's blood sugar levels reached dangerous levels 
when he was incarcerated and were controlled when he was free on 
probation to manage his diet and medication. 

Nonsense, the DA says. 

"He would intentionally manipulate his food intake," Heatiy said of Pippin's 
time in incarceration. "He would not consume meat products - it's all 
documented - then after he would eat just cake and bread. They would find 
him on the floor. 1 ' 

Shoots back McCausland: "I don't accept for a moment that he could be 
faking it. M 



Heatly contends the Texas prison system provided "medical care that most 
people wouldn't be able to afford on their own." 

McCausland contends Pippin suffered behind bars, developing circulation 
problems that could lead to gangrene in his extremities. 

"Roddy is worried for his life," he said. 

Legal shootout 

Pippin's HuntsviBe-based attorney, Scott Pawgan, has filed paperwork 
claiming Pippin is a victim of cruel and unusual punishment because his 
plea agreement stipulated he would not be housed with hardened criminals. 
Pippin was sent to a state prison hospital - where some hardened criminals 
reside - during part of his incarceration. In case that doesn't work, Pawgan 
will attempt to get him freed on another round of shock probation. 

"He is no longer a threat. Cattle rustling should not be a capital offense. 
Basic humanity calls for his release/' Pawgan said. 

Heatly says he has heard that before- 

"When Pippin had his first shock probation hearing, his doctor testified he 
would be dead in six months if he didn't get out He was still alive when he 
was released 18 months later, so t think that's inaccurate." 

Different views 

McCausland believes "folks in power" targeted Pippin because he was the 
youngest and most vulnerable of the cattle rustlers who were busted. 

"They saw him as easy prey," he said. 

'They're getting paid a good amount of money to push this in the media, 
trying to dramatize it and get the exposure he desires," Heatly countered. ■) 
think Pippin considers himself some kind of modern-day Jesse James. 
He's really just a cattle thief," 

Technical problems: If you have a technical problem with your account 
please e-mail newslibrarv @n ewsbank.c om . 
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Counting confusion keeps Texas cowboy confined /) t U^LmA^ffi'/ pyi'i^ 

Texas Tribune, June 17, 2011 

DICKINSON - Roddy Dean pippin is ready to saddle up and head out of Texas, when they / 
finally let him out of the big house, Pippin said, he will not stop riding until he |j 
has crossed the Canadian River and begun to feel the chill from the Dakotas. 

pippin, a 27-year-old diabetic cowboy outlaw, figures his ride away from the Texas 
Department of Criminal Justice's Carole S. Young unit - where he is serving eight 
years for cattle rustling -- should have started Thursday. 



Prison officials do the math differently. They determined that Pippin' 
ends in 2013. And so his confinement continues, and Texas taxpayers cc 
for his extensive health care needs 



s sentence 
continue paying 



"I crave felicity," Pippin said in an interview. "I'm in a state of peonage that 
seems perpetual . " 

pippin's situation is unusual, not only for the nature of his crime - cattle 
rustlers are a rare breed in the 21st century, even in Texas - but also for his 
health condition: "brittle" diabetes. It is an uncommon form of the disease that 
causes blood sugar levels to swing sharply, and seemingly without reason. At times 
Pippin said, the disease that was diagnosed when he was a child has been his 
greatest ally, allowing him a respite from incarceration. But in a complex legal 
twist, it could also wind up being the reason he stays in prison longer than he 
expected . 

The Tribune thanks our Supporting Sponsors 



In 2004, Pippin pleaded guilty to stealing cattle from a handful of ranches in North 
Texas, not far from where he grew up and became enamored with the cowboy life. Just 
20 years old at the time, he worked on oil rigs during the day and absconded with 
truckloads of cattle at night. He made a pretty penny, too, selling his ill-gotten 
livestock at auction. "I wore my pistols into the bank," he said. 'I was kind of out 
there living a fantasy, I guess." 

The cowboy fantasy came to an abrupt end after neighbors and the police started 
wondering how Pippin's roughneck salary afforded him an expensive truck and fancy 
suits. In ranching country, Pippin's escapades were akin to treason, and the judge 
punished him accordingly, assigning him the maximum sentence on four counts of theft 
of livestock: two years on each state jail felony, to be served consecutively. 

Soon after being incarcerated, Pippin began having health problems. He had dozens of 
seizures and was hospitalized to treat his severe diabetic reactions. After he 
served his first two-year sentence and nearly two years of the second sentence, a 
judge granted Pippin medical leave in the form of "shock" probation, essentially 
house arrest. He stayed with his mother for the next two years, wearing a GPS 
tracking device and leaving the house only to receive medical treatment and to 
attend legal appointments. 

Pippin's health improved at his mother's house in Erath County, and he even 
participated in a clinical trial of inhalable insulin. He married and, at his own 
wedding, met the woman who is now his second wife, Jacie Pippin, "jacie's been a 
godsend," he said. "I wouldn't trade her for all the horses and cattle on earth. 
That's a lot, coming from me." 

When his two-year probation term was up in November 2009, Pippin attracted statewide 
attention with his horseback ride through the streets of Quanah to the Hardeman 
County Jail, where he turned himself in to serve the remainder of his sentence. 

page 1 
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That is when the counting confusion began. Pippin and his lawyers argue that the 
time he spent on probation should count toward his third two-year sentence, when he 
came back to jail, they contend, he started serving his fourth and final sentence - 
a term, they argue in court documents, 
that should have ended Thursday. 

"Their math is perverted," pippin said of the criminal justice department, "I may 
not be the sharpest knife in the drawer, but I know when I'm being abused." 

Melinda Bozarth, general counsel for the criminal justice agency, said that 
according to the way prison officials interpreted the judge s orders, Pippin s 
third sentence began when he rode back into custody, and his fourth sentence starts 
today. They believe pippin should be released Jan. 20, 2013. 

complicating matters further, both the department's officials and Pippin's lawyers 
agree that Texas law prohibits the stacking of probation terms and prison sentences. 
So the judge's order that allowed Pippin to spend those two years at home may have 
been illegal. How that could affect Pippin's sentence remains unclear. 

"This is a highly unusual case," Bozarth said, "we're just trying to do the right 
thing/' 

Pippin has filed an appeal and is awaiting a ruling from the Texas Court of criminal 
Appeals to tell him when he can leave prison. In the meantime, Pippin said, his 
health is better than it has been in other facilities. He is incarcerated at the 
Carole S. Young Medical Facility near Texas City, where doctors from the university 
of Texas Medical Branch ensure he gets eight insulin shots a day. 

At a time when Texas is cutting billions of dollars from public education and state 
services, Pippin said, it seems wasteful for the state to pay "a fortune" for his 
health care. Dr. Owen Murray of UTMB, who oversees health care for Pippin and many 
other inmates, said Pippin's treatment does not cost more, than that of any of the 
other 8,000 diabetics in the system. But Murray said it does cost more to care for 
prisoners in the medical facility. 

"Now that we've got him in the Carole Young facility, he's been doing fine, Murray 
said. "He was looking very good." 

Pippin reads the news voraciously and writes letters - his neatly written notes, 

signed with his cattle brand, read like excerpts from Louis L'Amour 

novels - to public officials, reporters and anyone who he thinks might help set him 

free. "I'll always be a cowboy at heart, but I'll never steal again," he 

said. 

A Facebook page and website feature pictures of Pippin with his black Stetson, blue 
jeans and cool stare. Songs have been written about him, and he said he had even 
sold the movie rights to his life story. But sitting in his white prison jumpsuit, 
wiping away tears of frustration, Pippin said he 
docs not want to be famous. He just wants out. 
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Cease at once , cutting and creating wire gaps and fence 
intervals , f or we now live in the 21st century A. D . and as much 
as you may hate to admitt it wire gaps are indeed a thing on 
the past! I sympathize with you tremendously for I know only 
to well that those old school wire gaps provide you easy access 
to your pas tures however the truth cannot be avoided , f or they 
also provide the Robo Vaca and/or cattle thief easy acces s . 
#3 . Calling Your Livestock for Feeding Grain and Hay , 

Remember every thief on earth has a horn in his or her pick- 
up so quit using your car horn to universally call your herd 
at feeding time! I to know that harmonious , tuneful melodious 
sound of the truck horn sparks your livestocks appetite and 
brings the whole herd running to my truck and trailer to be 
rustled. A word to the wise,be creative and think of a new unique 
way to call your cattle for feeding grain and hay. 

#4 Routine and Habit is Dangerous 

Don 1 1 get s tuck in a customary or regular course of procedure 
when i t comes to going to your ranch to feed your cattle and 
livestock. Just like a good Bank Robber cases the bank, a good 
Cattle Rustler also cases your fields and pas tures and learns 
your routine and habits well, like the back of his hand. Change 
your routine up a little bit. Today while you feed your herd 
watch the sun rise, tomorrow while you pour cow cake into the 
feed troughs watch the sun set. Habitul activity is a thief s 
bes t friend ! 
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101 N. MAIN, ROOM 204 
JACKSON COUNTY COURTHOUSE 
ALTUS, OKLAHOMA 73521 
TELEPHONE: (580) 482-0009 
FAX: (530)482-5346 




JOHN M, W AMPLER 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT 



FIRST ASSISTANT: 
KEN DARBY 

ASSISTANTS: 
DAVID THOMAS 
STEPHEN BOOKER 



Mr. Roddy a Pippin, #1276478 
Carol S. Young Medical Facility Complex 
5509 Attwater Avenue 
Dickinson, TX 77539 



m /at 



/id 



Re: D.A. Supervision in CF-2004-163, Jackson County, OK 

CF-2004-164, Jackson County, OK 
CF-2004-32, Harmon County, OK 
CF-2004-58, Tillman County, OK 



Dear Mr, Pippin: 

On April 7, 2008, you were placed under D.A. Supervision for 24 months on the above 
cases, ail running concurrent. You were ordered to perform 300 hours of Community Service by 
the Court to be completed on or before 12/31/09. On April 11, 2008, I was contacted by Mr. 
Floyd Jones, a pastor of the Lipan Church of Christ, asking if you might do some community 
service for them, which meant you were attempting to be in compliance with the Court's order, 
and get the service done within a timely manner, i also got calls from other non-profit groups 
about the community service. 

You were also ordered by the Court to pay restitution in the above cases, which was 
paid the day you pled out. You always called when you had a question about what you were 
supposed to be doing in connection with this supervision. You always reported in a timely 
manner. You also paid all your supervision fees and court costs in connection with ail the above 

cases. 

You were always extremely polite and courteous when you were reporting , calling in, or 
working some of your community services hours off here at our courthouse. You completed 
your supervision with this office in an exemplary manner. I hope that Texas authorities will see 
fit to either release you from prison, because of your health conditions, or put you back on 
house monitor, as you were during the time you were on our supervision. The best of luck to 
you and your family. 



Sincerely, 



Rebecca Simpson 

D.A. Probation Supervisor 
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\ tees of the governor, and crit- 
3 ics of privatization feared that 
it would have allowed Perry 
i to push ahead with outsourc- 
1 ing of the nearly $1 billion-a- 
year system, which has been 
■ plagued for years by mush- 
rooming costs. 

The committee currently 
has nine members: two rep- 
resenting the Texas Depart- 
ment of Criminal Justice, 
two officials each from the 
University of Texas Medical 
Branch at Galveston and the 
Texas Tech University Health 
Sciences Center, and three ap- 
pointed by the governor. 

UTMB and Texas Tech pro- 
vide the medical care in Texas' 
112 state prisons, and the on- 
going costs, driven in part by 
Jan aging prison population 
/and by spiraling health care 
i-osts in general, are of par- 
ticular concern now that the 
. Jstate faces a multibillion-dol- 
■ lar budget crisis. 

The amendment was at- 
. tached to Senate Bill 1 with- 
out debate. Even Madden, who 
watches all things involving 
corrections, didn't notice it. 

He has previously said that 
he does not oppose privatiza- 
tion if done appropriately But 
he also has said he does not 
support changing the makeup 
of the committee to give any- 
one or a group a majority to 
make that happen. 

On Friday morning, as the 
Texas Board of Criminal Jus- 
tice convened for a meeting 
in Austin, several officials of 
prison health care companies 
and lobbyists who have been 
pushing for privatization lin- 
gered in the corridors outside 
— unusual since there was 
nothing on the board's agenda 
about health care, 

A board member men- 
tioned that the amendment 
had passed. A prison official 
confirmed it. A reporter began 
asking questions. When he 
learned of the change, Mad- 
den moved immediately to 
reverse it. But state Rep, Jim 
Pitts, chairman of the House 
Appropriations Committee 
and author of the amendment, 
initially said no, 

A House-Senate panel that 
negotiated the issue in the 
waning days of the regular 
legislative session, which 
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ended in May, had agreed to 
expand the size of the commit- 
tee — perhaps to as many as 11 
members, depending on which 
negotiator tells the story. 

% Tm not inclined to change 
it back. No," Pitts said just 
before lunch. 

"We'll have to fix it in con- 
ference"— code words for re- 
writing the provision during 
negotiations with the Senate 
on a final version of SB 1, 
Madden told a reporter. 

Madden then met on the 
House floor with Pitts, other 
House leaders and Mike Mor- 
rissey, a top Perry aide who 
■ had advocated privatization at 
a closed-door Capitol meeting 
months ago with several ven- 
dors and prison officials. 

Earlier this year, a bin that 
would have given the gover- 
nor control of the commit- 
tee was killed by House and 
Senate leaders concerned 
about the perceived rush to 
privatization. That bill would 
also have given the commit- 
tee the authority to contract 
with private vendors for the 
first time. An amendment to 
do much the same thing was 
not adopted. 

Dead issue, Senate and 
House leaders had said when 
the regular legislative session 
ended last week. 

By 2 p.m. Friday, Madden 
had drafted an amendment to 
SB 1 to amend Pitts' amend- 
ment, leaving the committee, 
with just five members. 

That passed in two minutes, 
with the approval of Pitts and 
without most House mem- 
bers knowing what had hap- 
pened. ) i 
Madden said Pitts and Feb 
ry's office were OK with Ms. 
change. He did not elaborate: 
"Based on the recent work 
by the state auditor's office 
and continued requests for 
supplemental appropriations 
by UTMB and Texas Tech, it 
is clear that there need to be 
changes in the way health care 
is delivered to inmates," said 
hucy Nashed, Perry's deput 
press secretary, "The legish 
tion as it stands is moving i, 
the right direction on this k 
sue. 35 

"X saw the change as ; 
problem, and we've fixed it, 
Madden said. "Let's leave i 
there." 

mward@statesman.cflm : 
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House OKs proposal 
to allow privatization 

By Mb Ward ' 

AMERXCAN-STATPISMAN SWF 

A bill to start charging Texas 
prison convicts up to $100 a year 
for their medical care sparked the 
latest skirmish over a continuing 
push to allow private companies to 
provide medical care in the state's 
112 prisons. 

The move surfaced Thursday in 
an approved amendment to House 
Bill 26 that would allow the state 
n committee that oversees prison 
I medical care to initiate a compete 
I tive bidding process for the $900 mil- 
I lion health care network. 
I State Rep. Fred Brown, B- College 
I Station, initially offered a proposal 
requiring privatization. It was the 
second attempt during the special 
legislative session to privatize prison 
clinics and at least the fourth since 
January. Brown said he offered the 
proposal because he thinks private 
companies can provide the service 
»r $40 million to $50 million less. 
A top aide to Gov. Rick Perry for 
months has been pressing for priva- 
tization, after meeting privately 
with several potential vendors 
earlier this year. 

But prison and medical officials 
have countered that they already 
are providing care at perhaps the 
lowest per-inmate cost in the na- 
tion, and said the costs are rising 
because there are more sick people 
behind bars. 

"This is about competitiveness," 
Brown said. "If we can save mon- i 
ey by doing this, why are we wait- 
ing?" ,1 
| Under current law, the University 
of Texas Medical Branch at Gaives- & ■ 
ton and the Texas Tech University |l 
Health Sciences Center provide 1 
health care in prisons, but mush- 
rooming costs have drawn criticism 
from legislative leaders. 

House Corrections Committee 
Chairman Jerry Madden, R-Rich- 
ardson, the author of HB 26, im- 
mediately objected to Brown's pro- 
posed amendment While the issue 
is ripe to be studied, Madden said, 
mnn dating rnrhmtivvH^^ v,^+x,..,,j. 
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ry aides keen on possible saving! 



■■ ; before we have information/' 
I he told the House, seeking to 
■ ! kill Brown's amendment. "It's 
a bad idea at this time." 

Rep, Sylvester Turner, D- 
Houston, said he opposes 
charging convicts more for 
their medical care, "but if 
we're going to open the door 
.on that,, as we apparently are, 
th F< ipej trig \ m 



Tm not sold on 
privatization, but 
let's study it.' 

SYLVESTER TURNER 
D-Houston 

discussion about privatization 
and a lot of other things," 

"I'm not sold on privatiza- 
tion, but let's study it," he 
said. ■ ■ 




Brown's amendment was' 
adopted after it was rewritten 
to say that the state's Correc- 
tional Managed Health Care 
Committee can competitively 
bid the medical contracts but 
is not required to do so. 

Madden said he thinks the 
wording change — replacing 
"shall" with "may" — makes 
the amendment optional, 
Brown said he fears it will not 
prod the committee to change 
^anything. 
Madden conceded the issue 
:eeps coming up. 
pj "Someone is continuing: to 
ush privatization/ and FM 
jgntinuing to push back," he . 
pd, noting that a week agofil 
Brother House member tried 
to amend a bill to give Pni\ 
■Bp* * of the health...careB 
"flSflpittee, a move, seen as all 
fstep to bringing in private ■ •: 
jaors. That amendment was 
Ijoved before the bill was apilfl 
/proved. .. . 

ffwo unsuccessful attemp] 
were made to tack a simil 
jgendment onto other bil 
ping the regular legislativl 
sion that ended in May; ; 
after a bill to allow privati^a- 
jton failed to be approved in 
Tfadden's committee. 
|B While Perry has not weighed 
"in on the issue himself, his 
aides have made clear he . is 
interested in potential say- 
ings from private vendors, in 
a system that has been run al- 
most exclusively by the state 
since the prison system was. 
^established. 71 
"It is clear that there needs , 
:o be changes in the way health 
are is delivered to inmates," ' 
r 's deputy press secretary 
*Lucy Nashed, said in a state- 
ment last week. "The legisla : 
tion as it stands is moving in 
the right direction on this is- 
£ue." " '-MB 
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